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Do you feel sale Commg back to campus?

YES

NICK STUPKA
Reporter

As students continue their studies through
the pandemic, some may worry about their
safety and wellbeing while being on campus
and going to face to face classes. But as it
seems, Ashland University is doing their
best to ensure safety while preserving the
social experiences some students need to
thrive.

Some students tend to learn better in an
actual classroom as opposed to talking to
their peers and professors through a screen,
so the opportunity to do so may improve
a student’s ability and willingness to learn
during the pandemic.

If the physical environment poses an issue
for some students, the university is ensuring
that proper social distancing is taking place
in each classroom, regular sanitizing is be-
ing performed after each class session and
all students and professors are required to
wear a mask or face covering both in class
and around campus.

Another smart decision the university was
implementing hybrid courses; putting some
classes on a rotation of being in-person and
online. This ensures that students will still
have some much needed engagement every
week while also staying safe.

Also, if students are worried about the im-
pact this format may have on their perfor-
mance, policies and professors have become
increasingly understanding and flexible,
ensuring that students get the help and posi-
tive reinforcement they need.

With a positive plan to ensure students’
safety while they live on campus, Ashland
University’s decision to allow students to
return to campus in a somewhat ‘normal’
environment is well-executed and allows
everyone to have a much needed dose of
normalcy in these very abnormal times.

Politcal hypocrisy

GRACE SCARBERRY
Opinion Editor

Political Hypocrisy is not uncommon.
One party spends four-eight years bashing
the opposing side, saying the most ridicu-
lous things, which is confronted with a firm
rebuttal as to why one should just accept
and respect the president in office.

However, when that second party is
elected into office, the tables turn, and sud-
denly members of the prior party are the
ones throwing harsh comments and making
negative social media posts.

For example, the democrats spent four
years infuriated by Trump and his actions,
which ultimately lay the foundation for the
“not my president,” phrase to be spoken
and shared nationwide.

Republicans were highly offended by this
and spent a great deal of time holding con-
versations and Facebook arguments over
the positive things President Trump accom-
plished, and why it is disrespectful to our
country to claim he wasn’t your president.

Read more on AU-Live

NO

KATIE FOSTER
Reporter

As students are settling into campus for
the spring semester, there are concerns if
holding hybrid classes is safest for everyone
at Ashland University.

Despite the university’s best efforts to keep
all faculty and students safe, they are not
able to control what people do off campus
and therefore it is not a good idea to hold
classes in person because it only helps to
spread the coronavirus.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) states that the closer
you interact with others and the longer
the interaction, there is a higher risk of the
coronavirus spreading.

With this in mind, college students are
being exposed more than ever because they
are going out in public or coming into con-
tact with someone who chooses to.

There are other concerns that arise from
having hybrid classes and being back on
campus.

Being around students and professors in a
small space like a classroom, can potentially
expose you to the coronavirus. Also, not all
students are willing to follow protocols the
university has put in place, which makes it
much easier for the virus to spread around
campus.

Although the college required a negative
Covid-19 test in order to come back to cam-
pus, students may have developed symptoms
days later. The CDC says symptoms can
arise 2-14 days after one is exposed to the
virus. Although an AU student may have
passed their coronavirus test the day of
move in, they could still be carrying the
virus and eventually develop symptoms.

In order to stay safe while attending Ash-
land University and still have fun on and
off campus, it is recommended to wear a
mask everywhere you go, stay six feet away
from others, and avoid large gatherings to

s

AVAERIE FITZGERALD

Logan O’Lasky prepares for a class in Founder’s Hall with Dr. Vaughan.

prevent getting Covid-19.

However, many AU students are still going
to parties or hanging out with larger groups
of friends. They are avoiding guidelines that
have been put in place for their safety.

If people continue to overlook these rules,
AU could possibly go completely remote for
the rest of the semester.

It can also be hard for Ashland University
to ensure every door handle, computer
mouse, chair, etc. we touch or use has been
sanitized. With these concerns in mind, the
university should not have used this model
for the spring semester.

Many colleges in Ohio including Oberlin
College, Kent State University and Ohio
State University have decided to hold classes
completely online for the time being.

Unfortunately, the coronavirus pandemic
has changed college experiences tremen-
dously. With all the uncertainty surround-
ing Covid-19, it has really disrupted the
learning of college students.

Having hybrid classes only adds to the
confusion and students end up having a
more difficult schedule than they nor-
mally would. Classes should have been held
completely online or completely in person
this semester because it would have given
students some form of consistency.

Students have been struggling all year
with trying to become accustomed to hybrid
classes. If Covid-19 is still an issue for the
Fall 2021 semester, there should be a change
in the learning format.

Editorial: An err in wording

AVAERIE FITZGERALD
Managing Editor

Some say to err on the side of caution is
the safest way to live one’s life. It prevents
blunders and upset, calms the crowds, and
soothes one’s own mind.

A common blunder is the misstep that
some take when in a hurry. Rushed words
can often result in wrong phrases and alter-
nate meanings, thus creating confusion.

From the standpoint of a journalist, the
headline and first sentence (or lede) links the
reader to a feeling of intrigue. The feeling of
needing to read something based on the first
impression is powerful and draws readers to
choosing certain stories over others, but also
deters others from reading because of the
clickbait nature of certain outlets.

This causes student journalists to reevalu-
ate the way we write. No one likes a repeat
of national blunders and clickbait stories.

These mistakes allow us to build skills and

hopefully allows the public to regain trust
and confidence that a story is as it says it is
and nothing less.

Disappointment is the ultimate deter-
rence, and we need readers just as much as
the readers need us. Accurate information
prevents hurt and panic.

From the reader’s perspective, the best
steps to take for evaluating whether
something is true or not is to read further
through the article (or text) and see if there
is a word or phrase that reveals the true
reason of the story. The subject is meant to
catch attention, but never to cause panic.

Wording is important.

Over the last year, everyone has been
subject to the now common headlines which
cry “crisis, pandemic, terrorism, fraud.”
These phrases, while some may be true,
desensitize readers to the meaning behind
the words.

In nature, those words resemble something
that should never happen, but if it is to hap-

pen, it is astonishing. No one expects it.

Looking at “pandemic,” we now think
immediately of our current state in dealing
with COVID-19. Seeing it is now expected
and mundane, so words like “crisis” are
thrown in to capture interest again.

Seeing these words and understanding
the meaning behind them intensifies the
read and makes known what condition the
nation is in. The world is currently dealing
with a pandemic.

When words are thrown in to push fear
into the individual reader, is how blunders
are created.

Before assuming, make sure the title ac-
curately reflects the article. Before posting,
find a story which informs without instilling
fear and tells facts as they are, not what they
could be.

Read texts in full to have guaranteed
understanding, otherwise it may sound like
there is a mass outbreak of COVID-19 at
Ashland University on our hands.
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