
   Jenkinson has been busy during 
her time on campus. She worked 
on major broadcasts for AUTV-20 
like Election 20, Good Afternoon 
Ashland and Live in the 419. She 
also was an editor of the Collegian 
in previous years and now serves as 
the Breaking News Reporter for 
AU-Live.com. For WRDL 88.9 
FM she conducted a Devotional 
Discussion in her free time. 
   One of her favorite classes has 
been Understanding Islam, which 

she said is “really important, as a 
journalist and as a US citizen, to 
learn all sides of issues and ideas.” 
Her favorite professors were Dave 
McCoy, Kelly Meyer and Todd 
Stumpf.
   Out of all of her projects, Election 
20 was the one that made her most 
proud and excited. “I absolutely 
loved working with my peers to 
produce such a professional show, 
and to see what they were capable 
of was very encouraging.”

   Working on  JDM projects late 
at night with a group of people was 
one of her all-time favorite memo-
ries, she added, “I don’t think I have 
ever laughed that hard in my life!”
   As for post-grad plans: “My plans 
for after graduation are going to 
vary, based on where companies 
are in the midst of the pandemic.     
   Hopefully, I will be able to work 
at a newspaper or a tv news station.
   I learned SO much about myself 
here at AU! The most important 

thing was that I really like being in 
a leadership position where I can 
make a change. Which leads me to 
my next answer…
   My ultimate dream job is to pro-
duce a show - in a city, that’s impor-
tant - where I bring leaders in to be 
interviewed. Leaders in their com-
munities, and then work my way up 
to the White House. I think that 
‘leaders in communities’ is a very 
broad topic, which makes room for 
a ton of ideas.”
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Journalism and Digital Media bids farewell to December graduates
   “I started off doing the crew for 
TV20. I also did weather and news 
in 90 for WRDL. I’m a production 
director for WRDL and on Early 
Bird’s Word (the morning show on 
88.9 FM.
   My favorite classes are all of my 
audio-focused courses- especially, 
Basic to Advanced Audio, where 
we made our own radio station and 
a podcast.
   Election 20 for sure [is my favor-

ite moment]! It was so rewarding to 
see all of our hard work pay off and 
have so many people enjoy it! I’m 
so happy that I was a part of it, and 
that I had such a big role in it.
   I have made so many memories 
here, it’s hard to pick one, but the 
one that stands out to me the most 
is stepping into the control room 
for the first time during a news and 
sports break. I was so in awe about 
how everything works. And now, 

being able to do every position in 
that room is so fulfilling because I 
never thought I would get to that 
point.
   After graduation, I am going to 
move to Columbus and find a re-
ally good job there! I also want to 
take some time and visit family 
that lives out of state. 
   I learned what I’m most pas-
sionate about here. I started out 
as undecided with no real plan in 

mind. When I started getting in-
volved with JDM, I discovered that 
I really enjoy audio production and 
being on the radio.
   My ultimate dream job is to work 
for a recording studio/ record label 
in New York! It’s called fueled by 
Ramen. Most of my favorite bands 
have that record label and just 
the thought of working with them 
would be so crazy.”

Laura Lodwick
Lodwick is a Digital Media Produc-
tion major, Marketing minor who 
has been involved in both AUTV20 
and WRDL during her time on cam-
pus.

“Life-changing, exciting, and professional”

Clark is a Production major and 
Journalism minor. He has spent his 
time writing for the Collegian and 
AU-Live.com, while also crewing on 
the set of AUTV-20. 

Sean Clark

    During his time on campus, 
Murray participated in several 
shows and student mediums. He 
held DJ shifts on WRDL, was 
an anchor on the set of AUTV-20, 
where he predominatley focused 
on sports and news breaks.
 Alongside those accomplish-
ments, Murray was the Executive 
News Producer for AUTV-20 last 
year, and he hosted a show on the 

channel called, “Make it or Break 
it: Dating show.” 
   His favorite class has been Dr. 
Russel Weaver’s Russian Novel 
class, and his favorite project 
has been the dating show, which 
showed comedy and skill as he 
navigated producing a new series 
for the first time in his production 
experience.  
   During his track and field career, 

Murray ended up winning  a Na-
tional Championship along with 
the rest of the AU Track team. 
This, he said, was his favortie 
memory of all.
   His plans after graduation in-
clude working with WMFD-TV 
and going to Officer Candidate 
school with the Ohio Army Na-
tional Guard. 
   Some of the lessons he learned 

during his time at AU was, “laugh 
at your mistakes and celebrate your 
victories.” Along with the words 
of wisdom: “worms do not make a 
good substitute for protein.” No, 
we don’t want to know..
   His dream job would be to be-
come the host of the Tonight Show. 

Paul Murray
Murray is a Journalism major with 
a minor in Production. He spent his 
time in college balancing his time 
doing both video and writing work 
for all aspects of student media.

“Heart-pumping, boot-stomping madness”

   Johnson has been involved in 
WRDL Sports broadcasting, as 
well as AU football, basketball and 
volleyball sporting events on Sport-
stime Ohio. He also did sports 
break for AUTV-20. 
   His favorite class was Ethics, 
while his favorite teacher John Sk-

rada. 
   During his time on campus, John-
son’s favorite project to be a part 
of was creating a public service 
announcements and informational 
spots during radio professional 
practice.
   Broadcasting AU sports games 

alongside great commentary 
partners like Derek Wood, Noah 
Cloonan and Brandon Wells was 
among one of Johnson’s favorite 
memories.
   As for post-grad plans, he plans to 
continue working to better myself 
and my family. When asked what 

a lesson he learned about himself 
was, Johnson replied, “I learned 
about my work ethic and the value I 
associate money and family.”
   Lastly, in the future, Johnson’s 
dream job would be professional 
dog petter.

Eli Johnson
Johnson is a Digital Media Produc-
tion major and Public Relations 
minor. He has done work for both 
WRDL and AUTV-20 during his 
time at AU.

“Fast, fun, enlightening”

Christine Jenkinson

   Dear class of December 2020,
   Well, here we are. Whether we 
planned on graduating in five 
weeks and one day or not, we have 
some plans to make. 
   Isn’t that crazy? In five weeks 
and one day, we would have been 
walking across the stage in Kates 
Gymnasium, instead of freezing 
our butt’s off on the football field.
   And we’ll have to answer the 
annoying questions (get ready 
for that fun conversation during 
Thanksgiving dinner): do you 
have a job lined up? When are you 
moving out? Are you even looking 
for jobs? What do you want to do 
with the rest of your life?
   Unfortunately, COVID isn’t the 
answer. We’ll have to figure it out 
as we go along. 

   I’m not going to give the speech 
of “leaving your mark on this uni-
versity.” This isn’t high school.
   Whether you were on a team or 
not, whether you were deeply in-
volved with your major or not, or 
whether you lived in Convo (more 
specifically, Fat Bar) or not, Ash-
land University has shaped us in 
one way or another.
   It could be that professor who 
gave you the below-average grade 
(even if you deserved it...it’s still 
annoying).
   It could be learning lessons that 
could never be taught in a course. 
Real-world experience from deal-
ing with other people cannot be 
tested.
   It could be pulling all-nighters 
while binging on Eagles Nest, 

or preparing yourself for the fire 
alarms to go off.
   What do these things have in 
common? We know what it takes 
to get through the toughest years 
of our lives, so now we can conquer 
post-graduation life!
   Corny? Yes. True? Also yes.
   College should be the time to 
learn everything we possibly can 
so we can leave and be hireable, 
even in the COVID era. That’s 
why we pay the big bucks to go 
here, right?
   And how about our friends? The 
ones who feel our pain and help us 
out when the stress gets too much. 
What about them?
   We keep these special humans 
close for as long as we can. They’ve 
seen us at our worst...literally. Lis-

ten, no one judges anyone on their 
wardrobe during finals week...or 
the weeks leading up to it.
   I pray that all of the seniors soak 
up this remaining time we have 
left and remember this feeling be-
fore all of our responsibilities kick 
in.
   I also pray for everyone in the 
job search step in their lives. Ev-
erything will work out, it’s in God’s 
hands.
   Now, we teach the freshies every-
thing we know, just like the elders 
- I mean seniors - did for us. While 
it’s a different time, the lessons are 
all the same.
   So congratulations, graduates of 
December 2020! We - almost - did 
it!

 - Christine Jenkinson

A closing letter to my fellow graduates

   Balancing three mediums, Clark 
was able to practice his skills in ra-
dio, TV and writing while attend-
ing AU.
   A  few of his favorite classes were 
choir, audio and video aesthetics, 
which shows his interest in the 

spoken word. One of his favorite 
memories was picking a song and 
making a music video for it, which 
all majors are required to do dur-
ing their first years in the JDM 
program.
   “My favorite memory here is meet-

ing my friends and playing tabletop 
games with them,” Clark said.
   Clark has plans to move in with 
his girlfriend after graduation and 
to begin working in Ashland. 
   In his years spent here, he learned 
quite a bit about himself and dis-

covered a love for Dungeons and 
Dragons.
   His ultimate dream job would be 
to be a video editor and voice actor.

“Fun, enlightening, life-changing”

Jenkinson is a double major in     
Digital Media Production and    
Digital Media Journalism. She has 
been a part of all four student medi-
ums and plans to work her way up to 
the White House press pool. Real. World. Experience


