
Apple Hill 
Orchards

Want to experience the best do-
nut ever made? Apple Hill Or-
chard makes specialty apple do-
nuts, which consist of cinnamon, 
nutmeg, apple, and other delicious 
ingredients that will make you 
come back year after year. Along-
side the desserts, this shop offers 
over 30 different kinds of apple, 
plums, cherries and peaches. If you 
are looking for a fun date idea, you 
can pick-your-own fruits as well in 
the . Inside the store, there is fresh 
apple cider (made onsite), jams, 
jellies, candles, vegetables, meats 
and candy. You can also purchase 
pumpkins and gourds outside by 
the front doors of the shop. There 
are currently two location in Fred-
ericktown and in Mansfield and 
open Monday through Saturday 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. 

1175 Lexington-Ontario Rd., 
Mansfield, OH 44903, 419-884-
1500.

Otherworld
On a less spooky note, Other-

world, an immersive art exhibit, 
makes for a fun and interesting 

experience. Featuring work from 
over 40 artists, Otherworld’s scen-
ery forces you to escape Earth 
and arrive on some foreign planet 
that holds something new behind 
every corner. One room is full 
of neon lights, another is full of 
creepy headless art and music, 
one room is all fur, another allows 
you to literally walk into a video 
game. While there are no Hal-
loween events this year, last year 
Otherworld held trick-or-treat 
for children and an adult event 
full of gooey immersive art. This 

would be a fun place to visit in 
the spirit of all things unnatural 
and somewhat daunting. Tickets 
have to be purchased in advance 
online at otherworldohio.com.

Ohio State
 Reformatory 

The Reformatory is one of the
most well-known haunted places 

in America, appearing in many 
movies, music videos and as the 
subject of many books. OSR has 
classes on ghost hunting and offers 
ghost walks that can be booked all 
year round through their website, 
mrps.org. One of their scariest 
events is the “Escape from Blood 
Prison” which is offered every year. 
This experience is available now 
until Nov. 1 on Friday and Sat-
urday 7 p.m. until Midnight, and 
Sunday 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.. Tickets 
are available for purchase online 
(bloodprison.fearticket.com) and 
cost 25-dollars per person. Warn-
ing: this is not a fun place for 
scaredy cats. 

Pumpkin Head 
Pumpkin Patch

This grab n’ go patch is a short 
distance from the Ohio State Re-
formatory. Visitors are encour-
aged to pick their own pumpkin 
from the vine, or select one of the 
many types of pumpkins that are 
pre-picked. If you’re looking for 
gourds, corn, decorative pumpkins 
or carving pumpkins, this is an af-
fordable stop. Each pumpkin aver-
ages around 5-dollars, and is open 
and available from dawn to dusk. 
Make sure to bring cash, since this 
stop is self-serve only. 

2056 Beal Rd., Mansfield, OH 
44903, 419-843-7770.

ALAYNA ROSS
Reporter

With Halloween just around 
the corner, there is no bet-

ter way to get into the spooky spirit 
than snuggling under a fluffy blan-
ket, baking some delicious Pills-
bury ready-to-bake pumpkin sugar 
cookies and watching a festive 
movie. There are many genres that 
one can choose from that would be 
suitable for the Halloween season. 

When thinking about Halloween 
scary movies, the mind immediate-
ly thinks of the iconic thriller mov-
ie characters like Freddy Krueger, 
Jason Voorhees, and Michael My-
ers.

Thriller movies are great for peo-
ple that want their seasonal dose of 
adrenaline. Usually, these movies 
are based on killers and are some-
times referred to as “slasher” mov-
ies. For those looking to dip their 
toe into the water of thrillers, look 
no further than the classic “1978 
Halloween”. 

This movie is, quite possibly, the 
most festive movie you could ever 
imagine for the season; come on, 
just look at the title. This movie 
is about a psycho killer, Michael 
Myers, who kills his teenage sister 
on Halloween night of 1963. Fast 
forward to 1978, Michael is being 

transported from the sanatorium 
to court when he escapes. Michael, 
on the run, returns to his home-
town on Halloween and begins to 
stalk a teenage babysitter and her 
friends. This movie is an absolute 
classic from beginning to end, and 
has the added factor of a low-bud-
get 70’s horror flick. 

Another classic thriller is “The 
Shining” (1980). “The Shining” 
is a heart-pounding supernatural 
thriller that is chock-full of symbol-
ism and small details, all the while 
scaring the pants off of viewers.

This film was about Jack Tor-
rance, a recovering alcoholic, who 
is hired to stay at the Overlook Ho-
tel in the mountains of Colorado. 
Jack brings along his wife Wendy, 
and supernaturally gifted son Dan-
ny. When a blizzard comes and 
traps them all inside for the win-
ters, strange events start to occur 
as the family learns more about the 
Overlook Hotel’s tragic past.

“The Shining” is a great movie 
on its own, but with all of us com-
ing out or still in quarantine, this 
movie’s theme of “cabin fever” will 
resonate with its audience. 

This movie is sure to entertain 
anyone, from the seasoned horror 
connoisseur to those who just want 
to see the famous, “here’s Johnny!” 
scene. Additionally, those who are 

especially fond of films that have 
attached conspiracy theories can 
rejoice in the plethora of theories 
that come with this movie. 

One viewing of this movie will 
provide hours of deep dives down 
the rabbit hole; including a docu-
mentary on the subject.

Thrillers aside, the most popular 
Halloween movies are those that 
have a more lighthearted and co-
medic approach. Perhaps it is nos-
talgia or the familiarity of knowing 
every line, this genre of movie is a 
fan favorite. 

Take for example, the 1988 com-
edy, “Beetlejuice.” When Barbara 
and Adam Maitland suddenly die 
in a car accident, they find them-
selves haunting their countryside 
home. When a new family, the 
Deetzes and their teenage daugh-
ter, Lydia, move in, Barabara and 
Adam attempt to scare them away. 
Rather than scaring the family 
away, their efforts attract Beetle-
juice, a spirit that brings trouble 
for everyone. 

With the recent Broadway adap-
tation “Beetlejuice,” the film has 
been gaining rapid popularity and 
will certainly be one of the most 
watched films this Halloween. 
However, despite the recent popu-
larity, “Beetlejuice” has been a fa-
vorite of senior AU student, Mack-

enzie Cook for many years.
 “It is a classic and has all aspects 

of comedy and creepy Tim Burton 
style entertainment,” Cook said. 
“It is 100 percent spooky fun.”

For Terri Link, director of Diver-
sity and Inclusion at AU, her favor-
ite Halloween movie that falls into 
the comedy Halloween genre is the 
1995 film, “Vampire in Brooklyn” 
starring Eddie Murphy, Angela 
Bassett and the late John Wither-
spoon. 

“I love this movie because it ex-
plores and celebrates women em-
powerment while critically exam-
ining human behavior, religious 
ideologies and social issues,” Link 
said. “Eddie Murphy and Angela 
Bassett are great together and have 
fantastic chemistry in the film and 
it has chilling moments that align 
perfectly with the musical score.” 

“Vampire in Brooklyn” follows 
detective Rita Veder who is as-
signed to a strange serial murder 
case. Upon examining the crime 
scene, Rita meets Maximilian, a 
charismatic Caribbean playboy 
determined to date her. When Rita 
begins to have hallucinations, she 
visits a doctor that suggests that 
there may be a vampire on the 
loose. 

Arguably the most iconic and 
loved Halloween movie of our gen-

eration is the 1993 film, “Hocus 
Pocus.” Millennials and Gen Zs 
alike can remember getting off the 
school bus on a crisp autumn after-
noon, throwing down their back-
packs just in time to watch “Hocus 
Pocus” on the Disney channel. 

“Hocus Pocus” is about teenager 
Max who has recently moved to 
Salem, where he struggles to fit in. 
When he, his friend Allison, and 
sister Emily explore an abandoned 
house, they accidentally awaken 
the Sanderson sisters, a group of 
witches that had been executed in 
the 17th century. The Sanderson 
sisters are released into Salem on 
Halloween night in search of im-
mortality. 

“Hocus Pocus” brings back many 
memories and is a personal favorite 
for AU senior, Tyler Sipes.

“My favorite Halloween movie is 
‘Hocus Pocus’ because I would al-
ways watch it with my family when 
I was younger,” Sipes said. “We 
would make popcorn and turn it 
on whenever it was on TV.” 

Whether you decide to try out a 
new movie or revisit an old favor-
ite, may this Halloween be spooky, 
scary, and safe. 

AVAERIE FITZGERALD

One of the exhibits at Otherworld depicting giant figures in a yellow-tinted room.
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The Ohio State Reformatory, just off U.S. Route 30, is one of the most haunted places in 

America- making it a great stop for Halloween this year..

100 Reformatory Rd., Mans-
field, OH 44905, 419-522-2644.


