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Bolin qualifies as finalist for NFF trophy

AU player’s 52-yard hail mary catch gained National attention

MADISON GRAVER
Reporter

The day Oct. 5, 2019 may go
down in Ashland University foot-
ball history. With three seconds left
in the game and the Eagles down
by three points to Grand Valley
State, they were going to need a
miracle to pull out the win — and
that’s exactly what they did.

A 52-yard hail mary by AU
quarterback Austin Brenner some-
how found the hands of senior wide
receiver Logan Bolin and chaos
consumed the field. Before anyone
knew it, the catch was being cov-
cred by Barstool Sports, ESPN and
every local news site in Northeast
Ohio.

For Bolin specifically, it still
remains as one of his favorite mo-
ments in his football career thus
far. But that one catch isn’t his only
defining moment.

Ever since taking up football in
second grade, Bolin has had a pas-
sion for the sport. His father, Ray
Bolin, was an All-American run-
ning back at AU so being a part of
the game was almost in his blood.

“He kind of instilled that foot-
ball mindset into me,” Bolin said of
his dad. “It’s been my favorite sport
my whole life and I've played every
other sport just for fun but foot-
ball’s always been my main thing.”

While attending Midview High
School, Bolin was considered one
of Northeast Ohio’s top offensive
players during his senior season
and was responsible for 21 touch-
downs and nearly 1,400 receiving
yards during the 2015 season.

Once he graduated and made
his commitment to AU, there was
very little that was able to slow him
down.

When making his decision to
attend AU, Bolin assures that there
was no pressure from his dad to
attend his alma mater and left the
decision completely up to him.

“It just felt right,” he said. “It
made sense because it’s only an
hour and 15 minutes from home,
academically it fit all my needs
and getting the personal attention
in the classroom versus being in a
lecture hall with 300 people was
cool. Ultimately, it came down to
the academics and the football pro-
gram here.”

From the perspective of AU
football head coach Lee Owens,
it wasn’t all that easy to get Bolin
locked in to AU since he was being
recruited by so many other high
caliber schools.

“It was a real battle to get him

Bolin pictured above.

in here,” Owens said. “Coming out
of high school he was a tremendous
receiver and his numbers were
amazing and he had a lot of oppor-
tunities to go a lot of different plac-
es. He never settled. He’s worked
hard every day that he’s been here
to get better and better.”

Once he started playing at
AU, an injury early into his fresh-
man year forced him to miss the
remainder of that season, but he
didn’t allow that to alter the course
of how he would spend the next few
years with the program.

By the time his sophomore
season rolled around, Bolin was
healthy and ready to put in the
work to become a vital member
of the team. That mentality was
maintained throughout the follow-
ing seasons as he proved to coach-
es, teammates and fans that his
hard work would result in success.

“It’s made me recognize the
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commitment that it takes to be suc-
cessful,” he said. “It teaches you a

2019 and is now a semifinalist for
the 2020 NFF William V. Camp-

“ 10’ just a testament what Fve done here

i my career as well as what we’ve done as

by
a team.

- Logan Bolin, AU football player

lot about your drive and your ef-
fort and all the stuft you have to go
through which I think helps a lot of
people out after school.”

All of his hard work, both on
the field and in the classroom,
never went unnoticed as he found
himself on the GLIAC Football
All-Academic Team in 2017, the
GLIAC Football All-Academic
Excellence Team in 2018 and 2019,
the All-GLIAC Second Team in

bell Trophy.
The Campbell
awarded to the college football

Trophy is

player with the best combination
of academics, community service,
and on-field performance and is
considered by many to be the ‘Aca-
demic Heisman’. Previous win-
ners include Justin Herbert from
the University of Oregon in 2019
and Christian Wilkins from Clem-
son University in 2018. This also

marks the sixth consecutive year
that AU has had a Campbell Tro-
phy semifinalist.

The NTFF will announce the
finalists in November, and each of
them will receive an $18,000 post-
graduate scholarship as a member
of the NFF National Scholar-Ath-
lete Class Presented by Fidelity In-
vestments. The winner will be an-
nounced later this year.

“I was kinda shocked, just
knowing all the people that have
been nominated in the past and
stufl;” Bolin said of his nomina-
tion. “It’s a cool honor to have. It
means a lot. It’s just a testament to
what I've done here in my career as
well as what we’ve done as a team
and academically outside of foot-
ball just getting involved.”

Owens emphasized how de-
serving Bolin is of the honor and
how it reflects positively not on just
the football program but for the
university as well.

“It’s a combination of great ac-
ademics, being a great player and
being a good person who’s involved
in the community,” he said. “The
combination of character, academ-
ics and playing ability are all fac-
tored into it and to be a semifinalist
is a really big deal. It’s really good
for the university and the athletic
department.”

Despite all of Bolin’s success
over the years, he isn’t one to fo-
cus on his individual stats or gloat
about all the honors he’s achieved.
In his mind, it’s all about doing
things for the good of the team.
like
that are good to look back on but

“Personal achievements
ultimately if that comes with win-
ning games that’s what’s really im-
portant to me,” Bolin said. “If me
getting all those stats creates wins
then that’s cool to me, but I’'m not
really that worried about it.”

After graduating from AU this
past May with his degree in fi-
nance, Bolin is sticking around to
complete his Masters and give the
Eagles one more season before he
moves on to pursue his career fur-
ther.

While the 2020-2021 season
won’t be taking place, Bolin and
the rest of the team are looking for-
ward to what the future holds.
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AU football game against Davenport panthers pictured above.
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