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Eagies freshman success story [ERANS

Justin Libertowskr gives AU a spark [

ZACH READ
@zach_read20

Justin Libertowski steps onto the
soft green grass at Ferguson Field
for his first collegiate soccer game.
GOAL.

Three days later the team trav-
els to Ohio Dominican to take on
the Panthers. Libertowski finds the
back of the net again. GOAL.

Back home on the green grass of
Ferguson Iield a week later (Sept.
9) against Gannon, Libertowski
finds the back of the net once
again. GOAL. GOAL.Libertows-
ki scored both goals for the Eagles
to defeat the Golden Knights 2-1.

In his first three games as a col-
legiate soccer player at Ashland
University, freshman forward
Justin Libertowski from Medina,
Ohio scored four goals in just three
games to help his team to a 3-0 re-
cord to start the 2017 campaign.

“He can stretch the game, he’s
quick. All the way through his ca-
reer he knows where the back of the
net is,” head coach Oliver Slawson
said. “We will just keep riding him
as long as we can.”

Libertowski starting playing soc-
cer at the age of 4, influenced by
his father he grew to love the game
at an early age.

He started playing in rec leagues,
then moved up to travel and club
soccer as well.

Libertowski attended Medina
High School in Medina, Ohio and
played soccer all four years. In the
first game of his sophomore year,
Libertowski suffered a collarbone
injury that would put him out for
the rest of the year.

“That was a big setback, but when
I got back I was more focused,
more determined, and worked that

much harder.”

Although suffering that injury,
Libertowski came back his junior
and senior years of high school

ready to lead his team.

Ashland University or John Car-
roll University.

“The second I heard that the
men’s soccer program was starting
back up and Oliver Slawson was

Libertowski rushing torward the ball during a game at the start of the season.

His senior year, Libertowski was
named first-team All-Ohio and
helped his team to 18 wins and its
first state semifinal appearance. At
Medina High School, Libertowski
holds the record for goals in a sea-
son (37), points in a season (79), and
assists in a game (four).

In  high Libertowski
searched for schools to attend to

school,

play soccer and decided between

going to be the coach, I was inter-
ested,” Libertowski said. “Playing
in division two and playing soccer
year round lured me here to Ash-
land.”

Libertowski came to Ashland in
August to start practice and pre-
pare for the upcoming season. Go-
ing into the first few games of his
college career, he was not nervous
because he had always played at a
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high level in club soccer. Soccer
However, Libertowski knew that{@e#e) @ Grand Va"ey St.
he had something to prove while
Oct. 8 vs. Ferris St.
So far in this young season, Lib- .
ertowski has myet thit expectation OCt 13 @ M|Ch|gan TeCh
for himself by scoring five goals
on the season while having two OCt 15 @ Northern
assists, totaling up to 12 points MlChlgan
which leads the team. While he J
is on the field, Libertowski gives Men S Soccer
a spark to the Eagles offense and
gives a jump start when needed. OCt 6 @ Purdue NW
“He’s doing everything we knew

he could do when we recruited 8VS- Davenport
him,” Slaws id.
S, Oct. 13 @ Northwood

entering college soccer.

Libertowski likes the challenge
of playing a better opponent

in collegiate soccer, one who Volleyba"

much stronger and taller than he

is. On his five goals that he has OCt 13-14 @ M|dwe5t

scored in this young season, Lib- .
ertowski gives a lot of the credit Reg|0n Crossover
to his teammates for feeding him
the ball so that he can easily one-
touch it and find the back of the

o Football

Libertowski hopes to continue to Oct 7 @ Northern

spark his team so that they may

g'v‘ succeed and reach the goal o MiChigan
| winning the GLIAC conference s
Oct. 14 vs. Michigan Tech

this season.
“We'’re still building our pro-

» U ATHLETICS gram, we're still a young team, so C C
I think that if we can win a confer- rOSS Ou ntry

ence finals that would be great.” he

said. Oct. 7 @ Carnegie Mellon
While attending Ashland Uni- Hampton InVItatlonal

versity, Libertowski is a finance
major and is extremely excited to

1/
be a huge part of this men’s soccer S GOIf

program.

“Treally think that we're a good,(@le e EEI@N B [ale| Beall Inv.
young program that’s only going to
get better, hopefully start a legacy enniS

to be a successtul soccer program.”
he said.

AU football midseason review G

NOAH CLOONAN
@noahcloonan

After losing the season opener,
26-23, to Indiana University of
Pennsylvania, the Ashland Uni-
versity football team has rattled off
four straight wins and finds them-
selves with a 4-1 record at the half-
way point of the 2017 season.

Ashland started the season as an
unranked team in the AFCA poll,
but their four game winning streak
has helped them jump into the top
25 as they hold the No. 18 spot af-
ter five weeks of football.

Ashland took now No. 4 IUP
down to the wire as Ashland had
the go ahead field goal blocked
with 1:45 left to play and IUP
was able to march down the field
and knock the winning field goal
through as time expired.

The week one loss put the Eagles
in the hole, but they picked up
some valuable strength of schedule
points that would help them come
playoff time.

“This was a little different than
last year’s losses because it was to
such a good football team,” head
coach Lee Owens said. “They
are awtfully talented, athletic, I
wouldn’t be surprised to see them
run the table in their league and
make a deep run in the playoffs.”

After the loss, Owens said that
the team discovered many of the
weaknesses that they would need
to work on and they certainly cor-
rected those things prior to their
week two matchup against Ohio
Dominican which was called the
“division II battle of Ohio.”

Ashland defended their home
turf in a big way against ODU as
they dominated the Panthers, 47-
21.

The win solidified Ashland’s title
of the premier division II football
team 1n the state of Ohio and put
the Eagles back on track.

After the big win over ODU,
Ashland took their second road

trip of the season as they traveled
to Northwood.

The Eagles had no problem dis-
mantling the Timberwolves de-
fense as they scored 42 points in
the first half as they went on to win
42-14.

The win marked No. 100 in Ow-
en’s career and senior quarterback
Travis Tarnowski also became the
program’s all-time leading passer
(9,482) after throwing for 339
yards and passing Billy Cundiff.

Following the dominant road vic-
tory, the Eagles returned home to
the friendly confines of Jack Miller
Stadium to take on, then No. 2,
Ferris State.

The Bulldogs came into the week
four matchup with the best offense
in the country averaging over 640
yards per game and they left Ash-
land with just three points on the
scoreboard.

Ashland dominated Ferris State
in every facet of the game and it
showed on the scoreboard as Ash-
land pushed their regular season
home winning streak to 19 games
with the 20-3 victory.

Despite Ashland’s home domi-
nance the Eagles would play four
of the five games in the middle of
the season on the road but they
got a bit of a break after the hard
fought win over the Bulldogs as
they headed to take on winless
Davenport.

AU did not take their foot off the
gas as their lead quickly swelled to
38-0 and stayed that way until the
end.

The win marked the first road
shutout for the Eagles in 23 years.

“The grind of the road doesn’t
seem to be having the impact on
us up to this point,” Owens said.
“What I am seeing with this team
that I'm most pleased with wheth-
er you look at IUP, or you look at
Northwood or you look at Daven-
port is the way we travel, the way
its business like demeanor, the fo-
cus the day of the game, it’s almost

like our guys like getting together
traveling together, staying in a
hotel together and getting ready
to go the next day with very little
distraction.”

It was a very successtul first half
of the season, but Owens said that
now is not the time to look back.

“It’s so hard to look back, we
are focusing on Northern, I know
right now this is back-to-back road
trips and it can wear a team out,
and it’ll be great to be back home
next week,” Owens said. “We are
trying to play this thing where it’s
a one game season, we are in the
championship race, we are in first
place with two other teams so ev-
ery week we play we are playing for
the GLIAC championship.”

The second half of the year will
not be a cakewalk for the Eagles.

“We are trying to play this thing
where it’s a one game season, we

Oct. 7 @ Northern

Oct. 14 vs. Grand Valley

are in the championship race, we
are in first place with two other State
teams so every week we play we are Oct 15vs FerriS State

playing for the GLIAC champion-
ship,” Owens said. “When you

get “domed,” in terms of not being

present it that way it takes the sting  able to handle that inside atmo-

away from an early loss at IUP
where we didn’t finish or it takes
away a little of the hype from beat-
ing Ferris, which we really don’t
need right now, you just have to try
to stay in the moment.”

Ashland opens up the second half
with a trip to Marquette, Michigan
to take on the Northern Michigan
Wildcats in the Superior Dome.

“The dome’s a really hard place
to play,” Owens said. “There’s a
humidity factor, there’s a heat fac-
tor that you’re not aware of you
just don’t even realize how hot it
1s, how much water or fluid you're
losing how much energy youre
losing during the game and teams

sphere that teams aren’t used to
playing in.”

From there the season does not
let up for the Eagles as they return
home on Oct. 14 for the homecom-
ing matchup against Michigan
Tech.

Then the Eagles hit the road for
back-to-back weeks as they will
take on Tiffin and Wayne State.

After the road trip, the Eagles
will be back home at Jack Miller
Stadium for their second mar-
quee matchup of the year as they
will take on Grand Valley State
on Nov. 4 before finishing up the
season with Saginaw Valley State
on Nov. 11.

AU ATHLETICS
The football team is currently 4-1 on the season after a shutout against Davenport and ranked No. 18 nationally.



