
“We keep fighting and we get 
back up no matter how often 

we’re knocked  down. One thing 
that’s impossible in life is to beat 

someone who never gives up, we’re 
proof of that.”
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“Don’t ask for easy, only ask for possible”    

New Rinehart Room to Open in Kates Gymnasiusm

AU ATHLETICS

The Rinehart Room located Ashland University’s Physical Education Center overlooking Kates Gymnasium.

- Trevor Bassitt
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Eagle men pose for a picture after winning the NCAA Division II outdoor team national championship
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The 2018-2019 athletic season 
will go down as a special moment 
in Ashland University history; a 
year of firsts and a year of great 
accomplishments all across the 
board. 

Men’s tennis returned to campus 
for the first time since the mid-
1990s while esports and women’s 
lacrosse had their inaugural year 
on campus. 

Eagle baseball broke records last 
spring on the way to its first Divi-
sion II College World Series ap-
pearance in 11 years while men’s 
and women’s basketball ended 
their season with a record of 23-7 
and 29-3 respectively.

A trio of Ashland wrestlers quali-
fied for D-II nationals and the AU 
volleyball team ended with a 25-7 
mark and a midwest regional ap-
pearance in Kevin Foeman’s first 
season as head coach just to name 
a few.

None of these accomplishments, 
however, can outclass the monu-
mental performance displayed by 
the men’s track and field team over 
the 2018-2019 indoor and outdoor 
season.

“First of all, we’ve been close,” 
head track and field coach Jud 
Logan said. “We’ve had four sec-
ond-place finishes in the past ten 
years… it’s just been a matter of 
time before we won it.”

It all came down to one race. In 
the final event of the 2019 NCAA 
D-II Indoor Championships on 
March 9 at Pittsburg State (Kan.), 
the Eagles’ men’s 4x400-meter re-

lay team crossed the finish line in 
3:10.80. This fifth place finish by 
one one-hundredth of a second al-
lowed AU to acquire their first ever 
NCAA D- II indoor team national 
championship, by one point.

“This was our first national 
championship, but the men have 
been national runner ups four 
times and the women two times. 
This program is phenomenal and 
this national championship is just 

another part of our team’s journey. 
It’s all earned and deserved,” AU 
associate head coach Ernie Clark 
said.

While the Eagle men were claim-
ing their first championship title, 
head coach Jud Logan was stuck 
in a hospital bed at the Cleveland 
Clinic watching the championship 
on his Ipad.

A few weeks prior, he was diag-

nosed with a rare form of cancer 
called B-Cell Acute Lymphoblas-
tic Leukemia, a childhood disease 
that only afflicts about 300 males 
in the United States over the age 
of 40.

Although circumstances looked 
grim, Logan immediately decided 
that he would not feel sorry for 
himself.

Instead, he would assume the 
mantra that his daughter offered 
him: “The magnitude of which 
you are tested is also the magni-
tude of which you are strength-
ened.” This eventually became one 
of the recurring slogans that would 
summarize the team’s season as a 
whole, along with Logan’s coach-
ing motto, “Don’t ask for easy, only 
for possible.”

Fast forward to May and Logan 
had undergone two phases of che-
motherapy and was well enough to 
coach most of the outdoor season.

Upon Logan’s return, morale 
was boosted and the Eagles were 
ranked sixth in the nation going 
into the NCAA D-II outdoor team 
national championship.

By the final day of the champi-
onship,  a second national title 
seemed out of the question as AU 
was trailing by 41 points to Angelo 
State with only six events left.

Despite the odds, hope still re-
mained.

“We’re too stubborn to quit when 
others think we should,” then-soph-

omore Trevor Bassitt said. “We 
keep fighting and we get back up 
no matter how often we’re knocked 
down. One thing that’s impossible 
in life is to beat someone who nev-
ers gives up, we’re proof of that.”

Senior Myles Pringle won the 
400, then came out of nowhere to 

take fourth in the 200. Bassitt won 
the 400 hurdles and placed sec-
ond in the 110 hurdles. The Eagles 
started stacking points. Mean-
while, Angelo State started to lose 
momentum.

Once again, the Eagles would 
end up clinching the national 

championship by a single point 
(Final score: Ashland 54, Angelo 
State 53). 

With a second NCAA D-II in-
door team national championship, 
AU’s men’s track and field team 
became the first D-II team since 
Saint Augustine’s in 2014 to earn 
both indoor and outdoor team 
championships in the same calen-
dar year.

The 2018-2019 season saw stand-
out performances from the likes 
of freshman Tim Rumas, sopho-
mores Trevor Bassitt, Channing 
Phillips, Brent Fairbanks, Juniors 
Nick Zak and Jake Glass, and se-
niors Jim Toth and Myles Pringle.

Pringle finished his distinguished 
collegiate career with seven indi-
vidual/relay national titles and 21 
All-American honors along with 
the fastest 400-meter time in D-II 
history (45.67 seconds).

Bassitt would go on to compete in 
the USATF Outdoor Champion-
ships alongside Pringle and three 
AU alumni and finish 13th in the 
US in the 400-meter hurdles and 
17th in the 110-meter hurdles.

“Coach Clark and I knew early 
on that we had a special group this 
year, there was an absolute oppor-
tunity for something great,” Logan 
said. “As for next season, we just 
need to find our identity early on 
and build trust. The rest usually 
comes together by itself.”
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The Rinehart Room and the 
Mary C. Miller Student-Athlete 
Enrichment Center in Ashland 
University’s Physical Education 
Center will have their dedications 
on Sept. 5 at 1:00 pm.

The creation of the Rinehart 
Room and the Mary C. Miller 
Student-Athlete Enrichment 
Center was supported by a dona-
tion from the Jan Rinehart Estate 
and donations from notable AU 
alumni such as Rob Ward, Class 
of 1987, Mindy Rinehart Ward, 
Class of 1989 and 1993, Sherrill 

Hudson, Class of 1965, and long-
time staff member Stan Miller, 
Class of 1970 and 1977. 

“Both of the new facilities are 
great for our athletics department.  
The Miller Academic Center is 
where our Academic Advisor’s 
office and student study lounge 
are located. Having dedicated 
space for those resources will have 
a great impact on the students,” 
head wrestling coach Joshua 
Hutchens said. “The Rinehart 
Room is another example of 
something that will set our athlet-
ics department apart from others.  
It will have an impact on our 

students, athletic department and 
community.”

The Rinehart Room will be 
used on game days for volleyball, 
wrestling, and women’s and men’s 
basketball.

The athletic department plans 
on using the Rinehart Room for in 
multiple different ways, depending 
on the sport and the time of the 
competition. This  includes rec-
ognizing donors, recruiting, and 
campus and community events.

“We have had the idea to make 
a room that overlooks the court 
for about twenty some years,” 
Director of Athletics Al King said. 

“When Mary C. Miller passed, 
she left money and said to do 
something special for AU athletics. 
We knew exactly what we wanted 
to use the money for.”

Right next door to the Rinehart 
Room, the Mary C. Miller Stu-
dent-Athlete Enrichment Center 
is home to the office of Elizabeth 
Freund, Ashland University’s 
director of Academic Support 
Services, as well as a study lounge 
for AU student-athletes. The room 
will also be used by Ashland’s 
Student-Athlete Advisory Council.

King believes the creation of 
these two rooms is a huge step 
forward for AU.

“We are always looking for 
things that set us apart from other 
universities. We have the Robert 

Troop Center over at the football 
stadium that gives alumni and 
families the option to look over the 
field. Now we have the Rinehart 
Room and the Mary C. Miller 
Student-Athlete Enrichment Cen-
ter above the court as a central-
ized location for it all.”

The dedication day will kick off 
the beginning of the 2019-2020 
AU Athletics season. On Sept. 5 at 
7 p.m. the football team will have 
their home opener against India-
napolis. Meanwhile, the AU men’s 
soccer team will travel to Lake 
Erie for their match of the season 
also beginning at 7 p.m.
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Head coach Jud Logan delivers speech 
following the NCAA Division II Indoor team national championship
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Mary C. Miller Student Athlete Enrichment Center.


