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The Coburn Art Gallery has just marked 
the opening of it’s annual Juried Student 
Art and Design Exhibition that will be on 
display until March 29. An opening recep-
tion for the gallery was held on March 14 
to recognize the students whose pieces were 
chosen and announce the winners of the 
various awards.

Every year, the art department chooses an 
outside juror to select the pieces that will be 
displayed at the exhibit. This year, longtime 
AU art department faculty member Larry 
Schiemann was chosen to select which of the 
entries would make it into the gallery.

According to Cynthia Petry, director of 
the Coburn Gallery, there were 180 entries 
and 98 of them were chosen to be put on 
display.

“The exhibit is wholly up to the juror. 
When they come in they select the work. I 
don’t guide them in any way. We encourage 
all of our studio art areas to have students 
submit work,” Petry said. “They’re not re-
quired to and this year we probably had the 
most sculptures and drawings that we’ve 
had in the last couple of years.”

Submissions were accepted from any stu-
dent that took an art class at AU this school 
year. 

“It’s part of learning about becoming a 
professional artist,” Petry said. “They have 

to mat, frame, and prepare their works the 
same way they will once they graduate so 
it’s a good way to prepare them for the real 
world.”

At the opening reception, various awards 
were given to students for the pieces that 
they created. Donations from Dr. Wendy 
and Scott Schaller, Dr. Dawn Weber, AU 
Permanent Art Collection and other pri-
vate donors allowed for $550 in awards to 
be given out.

Sophomore Hannah Osborn was the re-
cipient of both the Bernini Award and the 
AU Permanent Collection Award.

The two pieces that Osborn won awards 
for are the only two that she has up in the 
gallery.

“It makes me really excited because I’ve 
never really had anything like this before,” 
Osborn said.

She also describes how personal she is with 
her art.

“I take a lot of inspiration out of my life 
and the different things I’ve been through,” 
Osborn said. “What’s a part of my journey 
and who’s a part of it. So that’s where the 
inspiration comes from.”

To see all of the art currently on display 
in this exhibit, the Coburn Gallery is open 
Monday-Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday and Sunday from noon to 4 p.m.

For any questions regarding the gallery or 
any upcoming exhibits, please call 419-289-
5652 or email coburngallery@ashland.edu.
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The members of the Ashland University 
Dance Center are seen performing sneak 
peeks of dances on social media but now, 
they get to take their talents to the stage. 

The dance center will perform at an inau-
gural spring showcase at AU’s Hugo Young 
Theatre. Since the auditions in January, the 
members of the group have been working 
and rehearsing for the upcoming perfor-
mance. 

Ashland University Dance Center co-
founder, Schuyler Berger is excited for the 

upcoming event and says the audience will 
see a variety of entertainment. 

“People can expect to see a wide variety of 
styles such as ballet, jazz, tap, hip hop and 
lyrical,” Berger said. “As well as a wide va-
riety of levels.” 

All 25 dancers on the team have been tire-
lessly giving it all for their passion of dance. 

Berger says that the dancers are hard work-
ing and some of them are performing for the 
first time while others have been dancing for 
almost two decades. 

“We have accomplished a lot as a group 
and I personally am so impressed by each 

and every dancer,” Berger said. “Everyone 
has been pushing themselves very hard...the 
amount of improvement that we have seen 
from day one to now is crazy.”

The biggest influence for Berger is one of 
her favorite dance teachers growing up, 
Shellie Gorman. Gorman always told Berg-
er that “dance is a gift, but it is not a gift that 
is to be kept.” 

From that lesson, Berger wanted to con-
tinue her love of dance and share it to others. 

“It is our responsibility as dancers to share 
that gift, our passion with our audience,” 
Berger said. 

In the end, Berger hopes that with all the 
hard work and effort put into the rehearsals 
and practices that the dancers “will be able 
to successfully share that passion with the 
community.”

The inaugural spring showcase will kick off 
in the Hugo Young Theatre on April 13 at 1 
p.m. The event is free and open to the pub-
lic, but donations will be accepted.  For more 
updates on the Ashland University Dance 
Center, you can follow them on Instagram. 
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The artwork featured in the juried exhibition were part of the 98 works of art chosen out of 180 to be showcased in the gallery. 
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